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Response 1

Christianity is among the major religions in the world (González, 1995). Despite having many followers who believe in Christian teachings, many others do not believe or subscribe to its scriptural teachings let alone believe in them. The reasons behind the latter differ; however, the major reason pertains to the increased level of contradictions that are found within the Bible concerning many things. Some of these contradictions are seen concerning women in the ministry, remarriage, baptism and drinking alcohol among many others. 

In spite of Christians proclaiming their claims of truth, it is evident that these contradictions bring or rather, implants doubts in many people. The effect of this is that many who had previously subscribed to this religion tend to backslide and alienate themselves from it while those who did not have a belief concerning it tend to block their minds from it completely. The reason behind this is that they see these contradictions as a lack of proper and definitive stands (González, 1995). For instance, many scriptural teachings are taught concerning the abstinence that people need to practice concerning drinking alcohol. People are taught to refrain from it. However, other Biblical verses speak about talking alcohol. Other contradictory verses concern the role of women in the ministry. Biblical verses see to it that women do not stand and speak before men, more so, pertaining to the works of the ministry. However, women nowadays stand before men and preach. Women nowadays are used by God to spread the gospel. 

Thus, there is no surety concerning the completeness of the truth or just an incomplete truth. The surety is based on having faith in the word of God and trusting that he speaks the truth in it. However, this is complex because; the word is in itself very conflicting, thus, it begs the question, what is the truth? Who determines the truth? These very complex questions that make nonbelievers question the Christian faith or even those who were once Christians change and conform their faiths. 

Response 2

Gonzalez’s historical analysis of the development of the canon did not shape my definition of revelation (González, 1995). In his discussion, he goes on providing history of the canon to its modernity. He discusses its foundation, its beginning. Nevertheless, despite these discussions offering insight, it does not answer complex questions. Mainly because, it brings about many questions as compared to the answers it provides the reader. Besides this, the revelation of God cannot be constricted or pinned down to the finiteness of human beings since human beings are incomparable to God. Moreover, God is known to be infinite while human beings are finite. The implication of this is that the revelation of God cannot be defined. 
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